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    Deerfield Newsletter 
 

Important Dates 

 

This Special Edition of the Deerfield Newsletter is devoted to the Town and School Deliberative Sessions 
 
Included inside: Town Warrant, Town Budget (MS-737), School Warrant, School Budget (MS-27) 
 
Important Dates: 
 
Town Meeting - First Session, SB-2 Town Deliberative Session 
 Saturday, February 4, 2017, 9:00 a.m., Town Hall, 10 Church Street 
School Meeting - First Session, SB-2 School Deliberative Session 
 Saturday, February 11, 2017, 9:00 a.m., Deerfield Community School, 66 North Road 
Town & School Meeting - Second Session, SB-2 Voting 
 Tuesday, March 14, 2016, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Town Hall, 10 Church Street 
 
Please Note: The Voter’s Guide will be mailed in February and is not included in this newsletter. 
 



~~~NOTES~~~ 



 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
FIRST SESSION: 
 
To the inhabitants of the Town of Deerfield, in the County of Rockingham, in said State qualified to vote in 
Town Affairs: 
 
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall, 10 Church Street, on Saturday, the 4th day of February 
2017 at 9:00 a.m. This session shall consist of explanation, discussion and deliberation of the Warrant Articles 
numbered One (1) through Twenty-seven (27). The Warrant Articles may be amended subject to the 
following limitations: (a) Warrant Articles whose wording is prescribed by law shall not be amended, and (b) 
Warrant Articles that are amended shall be placed on the official ballot for a final vote on the main motion as 
amended. 
 
SECOND SESSION: 
 
The final ballot vote for warrant articles will take place at the Town Hall, 10 Church Street on Tuesday, 
March 14, 2017.  The polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. 
 

1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing. 
 

2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt amendments to the existing Town Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board. (The amendments as proposed by the Planning Board are available 
for inspection at the Offices of the Town Clerk and the Selectmen during business hours of 8:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. Mondays and from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.) 

 
Zoning Amendment # 1: 

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 1, as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town’s 
Zoning Ordinance as follows?   

Delete “Accessory Apartment” and replace it with a new definition for an “Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)”. 

Delete the existing text in Section 304 and replace it with the following: “Unless permitted for a detached 
Accessory Dwelling Unit, there shall only be one dwelling on a lot.” 

Add a new Section 331, Accessory Dwelling Unit, including a definition and provisions such as one (1) ADU 
per single family unit, independent living facilities, independent means of ingress and egress, owner 
occupancy of either the principal unit or the ADU, a limitation on floor space, limit of no more than two (2) 
bedrooms and aesthetic continuity of the ADU with the principal dwelling unit.  

Zoning Amendment # 2: 

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 2, as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town’s 
Zoning Ordinance as follows?  
 

Amend Section 207, Dimensional Requirements, 207.1 Minimum Frontage, by revising the first full 
paragraph after 207.1 B to read in part: 

“Intent:  This provision allows for a reduction in road standards for a subdivision of four lots or less and 
provides the opportunity to create new lots of record in an economical manner for family members.  The 
term “private way” means a private road consistent with NH RSA 674:41.  Those proposing to use this 



 

provision shall meet with the Planning Board for a Preliminary Conceptual Consultation. If, in the opinion of 
the Planning Board . . .” 

Zoning Amendment # 3: 

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 3, as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town’s 
Zoning Ordinance as follows?  
 

Delete Section 319, Signs in its entirety and replace it with a new Section 319. The replacement Section 319 is 
intended to make the sign ordinance “content neutral” and be in compliant with the U.S. Supreme Court 
decision, Reed et al v. Town of Gilbert, AZ in June 2015.  

Zoning Amendment # 4: 

Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 4, as proposed by the Planning Board for the Town’s 
Zoning Ordinance as follows?  
 
Amend Section 201, Establishment of Districts by revising the paragraph beneath AR Agricultural-Residential 
District to read as follows: 
 

The Floodplain District, Business Overlay District, Senior Housing Overlay District and 
Groundwater Protection Overlay District shall be considered as overlays of the above-listed districts.  
The floodplain development regulations cited in Section 211 shall be applicable within the Floodplain 
District. 
 

Amend Section 212, Deerfield Business Overlay District, and Section 212.2 by deleting  
 

“d. Mixed use development” 
 

And reordering the list. 
 

3. To vote on the following Warrant Articles, as amended, including the proposed budget as a result of 
the action of the First Session. 

Article # 1 Shall the Town of Deerfield raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on 
the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by the vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth 
therein totaling $3,898,181. Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be $3,918,058 which is the 
same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Deerfield or by law; or 
the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13X and XVI, to take up the 
issue of the revised operating budget only.  

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 10-0-0 

Estimated Tax Impact Proposed Budget $6.88 
Estimated Tax Impact Default Budget $6.95 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Article # 2 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $300,000 to provide handicap access to 
the second floor of the Town Hall in the form of an elevator, to be housed in an addition located at the back 
of the Town Hall.  Construction of the elevator will result in the removal of the existing access ramp.  The 
Heritage Commission will actively seek grant opportunities to offset the cost of the project.  This is a non-
lapsing article and will not lapse until December 31, 2022. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 5-0-2 

Estimated Tax Impact $0.54  
  

Article # 3 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Sixty Seven Thousand Five 
Hundred Forty Dollars ($67,540) for the purpose of installing a 30,000 Gallon Emergency Water Cistern in 
the vicinity of the Town Hall, Highway Shed and Gazebo (10 Church Street). 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 8-1-1  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.12 
 
Article # 4 To see of the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
($50,000), to be placed in the previously established Fire Apparatus and Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 10-0-0  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.09 
 
Article # 5 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Six Thousand Six 
Hundred ($26,600) for the purpose of replacing the Town Hall roof. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 9-1-0  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.05 
 
Article # 6  To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000) to be placed in the previously established Winter Road Maintenance Expendable Trust 
Fund said funds come from unassigned fund balance. The fund will have a cap of $100,000.  No amount to 
be raised from taxation. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Not Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 4-6-0  

 
Article # 7 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to Twenty Five 
Thousand Dollars ($25,000) to be placed in the previously established Municipal Government Buildings 
Infrastructure Expendable Trust Fund said funds to come from unassigned fund balance.  No amount to be 
raised from taxation. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 9-1-0  

 
Article # 8 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000 (twenty thousand 
dollars) for the purpose of supplementing revolving-account funds, monetary donations and in-kind 
donations to complete the baseball, softball and soccer fields and supporting infrastructure on Hartford 
Brook Field. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 5-0-2  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.04 
 

 



 

Article # 9 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) to be placed in the previously established Fire Department Vehicle and Equipment Expendable 
Trust Fund said fund to come from unassigned fund balance. No amount to be raised from taxation. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 10-0-0  

 
Article # 10 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) to be placed in the previously established Rescue Vehicles and Equipment Capital Reserve Fund. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 10-0-0  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.02 
 
Article # 11 To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eight Thousand Dollars 
($8,000) to be used by Northwood Lake Watershed Association to control the Milfoil in Northwood Lake. 

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Not Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 4-5-1  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.01  
 
Article # 12 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Thousand Six Hundred 
Sixty One Dollars ($5,661) for the purpose of installing LED light fixtures and 3 Paddle fans in the upstairs 
of the George B. White Building.  

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 9-1-0  

Estimated Tax Impact $0.01 
 
 
Article # 13 To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Two Thousand Five 
Hundred Dollars ($2,500) to be used by the Pleasant Lake Preservation Association to increase the number of 
hours for trained attendants to provide courtesy boat inspection at the public access ramp on Gulf Road to 
prevent the introduction and spread of exotic aquatic plants, like variable milfoil and aquatic nuisance animals 
like zebra mussels from entering Pleasant Lake.                                   

Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0  
 Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 6-4-0 

Estimated Tax Impact $0.00 
 

Article # 14 Shall the town vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 72:28-b, All Veterans’ Tax Credit? If 
adopted, the credit will be available to any resident, or the spouse or surviving spouse of any resident, who 
served not less than 90 days on active service in the armed forces of the United States and was honorably 
discharged or an officer honorably separated from services, or is not eligible for or receiving a credit under 
RSA 72:28 or RSA 72:35. If adopted, the credit granted will be Five Hundred Dollars ($500) the same 
amount as the standard or optional veterans’ tax credit voted by the Town of Deerfield under RSA 72:28. 

    Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 
Recommended by the Municipal Budget Committee 10-0-0 

 
Article # 15 To see if the Town will vote pursuant to RSA 80:80 to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of 
property acquired by tax deed by public auction, advertised sealed bids or otherwise as justice may require. 
No Town properties will be disposed of until reviewed by the Conservation Commission, Planning Board 
and Parks and Recreation. This authority shall continue indefinitely, until rescinded.  
            Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 
 
 
 



 

Article # 16 To see if the Town will vote pursuant to RSA 80:80 to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of 
the following parcel Map 413 Lot 52 acquired by tax deed by public auction, advertised sealed bids or 
otherwise as justice may require. No Town properties will be disposed of until reviewed by the Conservation 
Commission, Planning Board and Parks and Recreation.  

    
 

Article # 17 To see if the Town will vote pursuant to RSA 80:80 to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of 
the following parcel Map 424 Lot 67 acquired by tax deed by public auction, advertised sealed bids or 
otherwise as justice may require. No Town properties will be disposed of until reviewed by the Conservation 
Commission, Planning Board and Parks and Recreation.  
 
 
Article # 18 To see if the Town will vote pursuant to RSA 80:80 to authorize the Selectmen to dispose of 
the following parcel Map 0424 Lot 0109 acquired by tax deed by public auction, advertised sealed bids or 
otherwise as justice may require.  No Town properties will be disposed of until reviewed by the Conservation 
Commission, Planning Board and Parks and Recreation. 

   Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0-0 
 

Article # 19 I, as the undersigned resident of Deerfield, NH, support the proposal to pave the currently 
unpaved portion of Middle Road between Birch Road and Stage Road, by way of town vote at the next 
available Town Meeting. Such proposal shall be presented to the Town for vote in the form of a Warrant 
Article, according to the laws of New Hampshire under RSA Chapter 39. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 
                Not Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 0-5-0 
 
Article # 20 To see if the Town will vote to designate the following as Scenic Roads: Thurston Pond 
Road from Mt. Delight Road to Middle Road and Ridge Road from Range Road to Thurston Pond Road 
under RSA231:157. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 

                        Board agrees to withhold recommendation 
 
Article # 21 We the undersigned Deerfield voters hereby petition to have an article that proposes 
rescinding the authority of the Deerfield Municipal Budget Committee placed on the town warrant in 
accordance with sections II, III and V of New Hampshire RSA 32:14.  If the article receives a majority of 
votes in the affirmative the Municipal Budget Committee shall be made an advisory committee.       
(Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
Article # 22 We petition to the Voters of Deerfield the following question, Do you support Northern 
Pass to follow through its proposal to use Deerfield’s sub-station and its Right of Way and pay the town 
between $775,000 dollars to $1.4 million dollars in taxes which reduce taxes to every property owner.   
(Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
Article # 23 We petition to the taxpayers of Deerfield the following question, Do you want Northern 
Pass to go through Deerfield’s sub-station and thus pay the town between $775,000 dollars to $1.4 million 
dollars which will reduce taxes to every property owner. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
Article # 24 We the undersigned registered voters in the town of Deerfield petition the voters asking 
“Would you want Northern Pass to come to Deerfield if it would pay approximately $800,000 in taxes which 
would reduce taxes to every property owner?  Further that our town boards and committees actions be only 
to assure the allowance of power lines which will pay these taxes to Deerfield.  (Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
Article # 25 We the undersigned registered voters of Deerfield petition the Deerfield Police Chief be an 
elected position not to be appointed by any board as of March 2017 to be paid $65,000 per year with cost of 
living increases each year if voted by the taxpayers. (Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 



 

Article # 26 Shall we adopt the provisions of RSA 40:14-b to delegate the determination of the Deerfield 
default town budget to the municipal budget committee which has been adopted under RSA 32:14? 
(Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
Article # 27 We the undersigned registered voters of Deerfield petition the Deerfield Welfare Director be 
an elected position not appointed by town officials, as of March 2017 to be paid no more than $5,000 per 
year with no raises as an employee but raises to be given if voted by the taxpayers by a Warrant Article. 
(Petitioned Warrant Article) 
 
 
 
Given our hands and seal this 30th day of January in the year of our Lord Two Thousand and Seventeen. 
 
____________________________ 
Stephen R. Barry, Chairman 
 
____________________________ 
Richard Pitman, Vice Chairman 
 
____________________________ 
R. Andrew Robertson 
 
____________________________ 
Jeffrey Shute 
 
____________________________ 
Frederick J. McGarry 
 
 
TOWN OF DEERFIELD  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A True copy, 
Attest: 
 
       TOWN OF DEERFIELD  
____________________________   BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Stephen R. Barry, Chairman 
 
____________________________ 
Richard Pitman, Vice Chairman 
       Town Seal 
____________________________ 
R. Andrew Robertson 
 
____________________________ 
Jeffrey Shute 
 
____________________________ 
Frederick J. McGarry 
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